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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONSCIOUS
SENSORY FEEDBACK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a system for conscious
sensory feedback for a body extremity without sensation or
a body extremity prosthesis; methods for conscious sensory
feedback based on said system; and a glove, a sock and a
body extremity prosthesis comprising said system; and use
of the system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The prostheses currently available on the market, e.g.
arm, leg, hand, and foot prostheses, all lack conscious
sensory feedback.

Congenital or traumatic amputation of e.g. a hand is a
catastrophe with impact not only on occupational life and
leisure activities but also on identity, social interaction and
the quality of life. To compensate for the cosmetic defect
various types of cosmetic hand prostheses are available, e.g.
to provide a functionally useful substitution for the hand
myoelectric prostheses are used, although with considerable
restrictions for many patients.

Myoelectric prostheses are motorised devices which are
capable of opening or closing the hand on the basis of mass
EMG-signals (electromyografic signals) monitored by one
surface electrode arranged on top of the extensor muscles of
the amputation stump and a surface electrode arranged on
top of the flexor muscles. Myoelectric hand prostheses are
available on the market. Although such neurally controlled
myoelectric prostheses are used by some patients there are
several disadvantages in such prostheses e.g. lack of capac-
ity for delicate movements, the prostheses usually allowing
only two degrees of freedom, such as opening and closure of
the hand, and lack of conscious sensory feedback. Addition-
ally, factors like weight and limited battery lifetime are also
disadvantageous in such prostheses.

Ongoing developmental research work, including the
combined use of multiple EMG recording sites and artificial
neural networks may soon form a base for neural control of
more advanced hand prostheses, providing a large number of
degrees of freedom as described by Sebelius et al. (2005).
However, the lack of conscious sensory feedback still rep-
resents a fundamental major problem. The current innova-
tion specifically addresses this problem.

The function of e.g. the human hand is based upon a
complex interplay between efferent signals for motor control
and afferent signals from various sensory system providing
sensory feedback (Scott, 2004). The central nervous system
plays a crucial role for the processing and integration of
sensory input and motor output. Although the spinal cord
and brain stem support “automatic functions” like limb
reflexes, the motor cortex of the brain supports and controls
voluntary and planned motor tasks such as reaching for an
object or performing learning motor behaviour (Moran and
Schwartz, 1999; Gribble and Scott, 2002). Although the
planning of motor activities involves several cortical regions
such as the frontal parietal region—premotor cortex (Riz-
zolatti and Luppino, 2001; Battaglia-Mayer et al., 2003) the
execution of goal-directed and skill motor tasks is based on
neural activity in the primary motor cortex Ml (Porter and
Lemon, 1993). The activity of Ml is to a great extent
modulated and influenced by sensory feedback from several
senses such as touch, vision, hearing and proprioception.
Many nerve cells in Ml respond strongly to cutaneous
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stimulation of the hand (Picard and Smith, 1992), a fact
which strongly reflects how grip functions of the hand are
dependent on skin contact and cutaneous stimulation con-
stituting a sensory feedback (Scott, 2004).

The sense of touch is essential for making a hand “belong-
ing to the body”. A hand without sensory functions is
perceived as a foreign body and may even be denied by the
owner (Ramachandran and Blakeslee, 1998). In addition,
regulation of grip force and execution of delicate motor
tasks in the hand are dependent on a sensory input from the
hand to the central nervous system. Typically the sensibility
of the glabrous skin of the hand is based on four types of
mechanoreceptors, localised in subepidermal and subcuta-
neous areas, and responding to static pressure or vibrotactile
stimuli (Johansson and Vallbo, 1979; Johansson and
Birznieks, 2004). Among receptors responding to vibration
are Meissner’s corpuscles, located in the subepidermal
papillae, with small receptive fields (Fast Adapting—type
I—FA 1 receptors) and Pacini’s corpuscles, located in sub-
cutaneous layers possessing large receptive fields (Fast
Adapting type II—FA II receptors-). The Merkel cells,
located just beneath the epithelium, respond to static mea-
sure and have small receptive fields (Slowly Adapting—type
I—SA I receptors). Ruffini’s organ, located subcutaneously,
responds mainly to stretching (SA II receptor). The
extremely well developed tactile functions of the hand make
the hand a sensing organ. The sense of touch is essential for
exploring the surrounding world. In active touch we can,
without using vision, recognise and identify textures, shapes
and forms of small items (Klatsky et al., 1987; Katz, 1989).
The well developed sensory function of the hand is reflected
in the representational area of the hand in somatosensory
cortex, occupying a very substantial part (Merzenich and
Jenkins, 1993; Kaas, 1997).

Various principles for providing sensory feedback in hand
prostheses have been tried over the years (see reviews by
(Riso, 1999; Lundborg and Rosen, 2001). Three different
approaches have been used:

1) sensory substitution (use of an intact sensory system to

replace the missing one);

2) direct stimulation of intact nerves;

3) transferred cutaneous sensation implying stimulation

of intact skin in a remote area of the body.

Sensory substitution, using an intact sensory system, is
automatically used by amputees using myoelectric prosthe-
ses, which utilise vision to guide the movements of the
prosthetic hand. The use of hearing as substitution for
missing sensation has been described as an effective strategy
in major nerve injuries leaving the hand devoid of sensation
and has also been tried in hand prostheses as described in
WO09848740 (A1) by Lundborg. According to this principle
electrical signals, elicited by vibrotactile stimuli and
recorded by miniature microphones at fingertip level when
fingers are touched, are fed to a stereo processor which
transfers weighted signals to earphones applied to the left
and right ears, making possible spatial resolution of the
hand. In this way the “friction sound” associated with active
touch of various textures can be recognised and easily
associated with touch of specific textures (Lundborg et al.,
1999).

It has been demonstrated that sensations can be evoked
when sensory nerves of the residual limb are electrically
stimulated (Anani and Korner, 1979). Some topographic
discrimination can be achieved by selective stimulation of
different fascicles using percutaneous stimulatory electrodes
(Anani and Korner, 1979). However, the spatial resolution
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for fibre activation is low using this technique and the
quality of perceptived sensation is low.

To improve the principle of direct nerve stimulation
various techniques for micro stimulation of tactile afferents
have been proposed. More natural sensations can be evoked
when individual cutaneous afferent fibres are electrically
activated in isolation (Riso, 1999). To further refine the
contact nerve tissues, stimulatory devices of various types of
nerve interfaces have been used in laboratory environment
(Riso, 1999). Some of these techniques require growth of
regenerating axons into a stimulation device. For instance,
using “sieve electrodes”—regenerating axons from a
transected nerve is directed to penetrate the matrix of pores
to make appropriate electrode contacts (Wallman et al.,
2001; Ceballos et al., 2002). With this principle groups of
axons can penetrate separate perforations in the chip and the
electrode contact can address either individual pores or
separate sections of the transversely positioned sieve elec-
trode. Although the foreign body reaction induced by sili-
cone sieve electrodes is discrete and the long term effects of
such electrode implantation are not known. Selective fas-
cicular stimulation can also be achieved by the use of
multipolar cuff electrodes (Rodriguez et al., 2000; Navarro
et. al., 2001). Another concept for a type of nerve regenera-
tion interface is to introduce, coaxially, platinum-iridium
wires or analogous devices into the lumen of a regeneration
tube (Edell, 1986; Riso, 1999). Another technique is to use
a “brush array” of micromachined needle electrodes inserted
into a peripheral nerve (Rutten et al., 1999). Peripheral
nerves can also be interfaced by introducing longitudinal
fine wires into the nerve trunk (Dhillon et al., 2004) or into
separate nerve fascicles (Yoshida and Horch, 1993). The
theoretical advantage of the nerve-interface strategies dis-
cussed above is that sensory stimuli can be directly trans-
ferred into peripheral nerves and can thereby reach CNS.
However, there are several drawbacks and difficulties. A
transcutaneous passage device or telemetric techniques are
required to transfer the sensory information from the outside
of'the body to the inside. The electric stimulation of sensory
fascicles may not be modality-specific and may give rise to
unphysiological and weird sensory perception. The nerve
interface principle, based on implanted electronic devices
will therefore remain on the experimental stage for many
years to come.

Attempts to use transferred cutaneous stimulation to
remote skin areas were already tried several decades ago.
According to this principle remote skin areas of the body can
be subjected to electro-cutaneous stimulation (Szeto and
Riso, 1990) or vibration (Mann and Reimers, 1970).
Although such types of stimuli, when proportional to the
pressure which is applied to sensors in the prostheses, can
serve as a feedback system for regulation of the grip force
in a myoelectric prostheses (Lundborg et al., 1999) they give
rise to very unpleasant and non-physiological sensations. In
addition, stimulation of remote skin areas is not easy to
correlate with stimulation of the hand since the cortical
representations of the respective body parts are widely apart
and can therefore not serve as a useful system for conscious
sensory feedback. No attempts have been made to correlate
stimulation of topographically specific skin areas to stimuli
applied to analogous topographically defined components of
a hand prosthesis.

Amputation of a hand has immediate and long-lasting
effects on the functional organisation of brain cortex (Mer-
zenich and Jenkins, 1993; Weiss et al., 2000). Normally the
cortical “body map” constitutes representational areas of all
body parts which are represented in somatosensory cortex in
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a specific topographical order and in sizes which are pro-
portional to their sensory competence (Kaas, 1997). Thus,
the hand and the face, presenting exceptionally well devel-
oped sensory functions, occupy a major part of the soma-
tosensory cortex. According to the cortical body map the
face representational area is localised immediately caudal to
the hand representation, and the representational area of the
forearm is localised immediately cranial to the hand repre-
sentational area (Penfield and Boldrey, 1937; Merzenich et
al., 1987; Kaas, 1997). If a hand is amputated there suddenly
is a “silent” cortical area, previously devoted to the hand.
This is followed by a rapid expansion of the face and
forearm representational areas to include the former hand
representational area. It has been shown that this phenom-
enon may already occur within 24 hours after amputation
(Borsook et al., 1998). Touch of the forearm or the face then
results in sensory phenomena in the phantom limb as a result
of cortical expansion of the forearm representation. Thus, a
“phantom hand” can sometimes usually be mapped in the
distal part of the residual forearm of the amputee (Ra-
machandran, 1998). Such cortical functional reorganisation
phenomena—an expression for “brain plasticity”—occur
rapidly and may remain permanently.

The same problem with lack of conscious sensory feed-
back also applies to body parts lacking sensation or having
impaired sensation, e.g. diabetes patients.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to solve the above-
mentioned problems with lack of conscious sensory feed-
back in prostheses and body parts lacking sensation.

This object is achieved by a system for conscious sensory
feedback of a body extremity without sensation or a lacking
body extremity, comprising at least one sensor (2) to be
arranged on said body extremity without sensation or to be
arranged on a body extremity prosthesis; a tactile display (5)
comprising at least one signal transducer (4), wherein each
signal transducer is to be arranged on the skin of an intact
neighbouring body extremity of a patient; wherein said at
least one sensor (2) when subjected to at least one stimuli
has the ability to transfer a signal to said at least one signal
transducer (4) which has the ability to transduce said signal
to said stimuli on naturally occurring nervous components in
the skin of the neighbouring intact body extremity; wherein
said system is attachable to and detachable from the patient
without surgical intervention.

The object according to the present invention may also be
achieved by a glove or a sock comprising the system as
described above. The glove may be used on a hand, arm or
finger without sensation or partially without sensation; and
the sock may be used on a foot, leg or toe without sensation
or partially without sensation.

The object according to the present invention may also be
achieved by a method for conscious sensory feedback for a
body extremity without sensation or a lacking body extrem-
ity of a patient by using a system according to the present
invention, wherein it comprises the following steps:

a) applying said at least one sensor to the body extremity
without sensation or a body extremity prosthesis at one
or more locations where conscious sensory feedback is
desired,

b) identifying, optionally before step a), one or more
locations on the skin of an intact neighbouring body
extremity at which location the nerve components in
the skin represent the previously existing or defect
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nervous components at said one or more locations
where conscious sensory feedback is desired,

¢) applying a tactile display comprising at least one signal
transducer on the skin of the intact neighbouring body
extremity at one or more locations identified under step
b),

wherein when said at least one sensor of the patient is
subjected to at least one stimuli, the patient perceives said at
least one stimuli on the body extremity prosthesis.

Additionally, the object according to the present invention

may also be achieved by a method for conscious sensory
feedback for a body extremity without sensation or a lacking
body extremity of a patient by using a system according to
the present invention, wherein it comprises the following
steps:

a) applying said at least one sensor to the body extremity
without sensation or a body extremity prosthesis at one
or more locations where conscious sensory feedback is
desired,

b) optionally identifying, optionally before step a), one or
more locations on the skin of an intact neighbouring
body extremity at which location the nerve components
in the skin represent the previously existing or defect
nervous components at said one or more locations
where conscious sensory feedback is desired,

c) applying at least one signal transducer of a tactile
display to the skin of an intact neighbouring body
extremity at one or more locations,

d) repeatedly subjecting said at least one sensor to at least
one stimuli during visual observation or hearing by the
patient until the patient has learned to recognize said at
least one stimuli and to correlate it to said location(s) on
said intact neighbouring body extremity,

wherein when said at least one sensor of the patient is
subjected to at least one stimuli, the patient perceives said at
least one stimuli on the body extremity prosthesis or the
body extremity without sensation.

The object according to the present invention may also be

achieved by a body extremity prosthesis fully or partially
comprising the system according to the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Different embodiments of the present invention will now
be described, by way of example, with reference to the
accompanying schematic drawings, in which

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a hand and arm
provided with the system according to the present invention,
and

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a foot and lower
leg provided with the system according to the pre-sent
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

To reconstruct all delicate sensory functions of e.g. a
human hand in an artificial hand is an impossible task. Such
a system would require several types of sensors in the
artificial hand for registration of e.g. pressure, vibration,
shear forces, temperature, moisture and pain (Lundborg,
2000; Lundborg and Rosen, 2001). It also requires a system
for feeding the central nervous system (CNS) with sensory
input. An efficient system should offer a conscious sensibil-
ity—not only a local reflex loop system in the hand, so called
slip sensors—never reaching CNS, and it should offer a
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spatial resolution of the hand to make possible perception of
tactile stimuli applied to different areas of the hand.

The present invention is based on current insights into
brain plasticity mechanisms, implying that e.g. a pre-ampu-
tation hand representation in brain cortex becomes occupied
by cortical expanding adjacent representations including
that of the forearm, and that tactile stimuli applied to the
forearm of such an amputee therefore may be perceived as
stimuli applied to the “phantom” hand or to an attached hand
prosthesis, as well as to a foot or a leg. According to this
principle physical or electrical signals, exerted by touch
stimuli, vibrotactile or temperature stimuli applied to hand
prostheses can be transferred to a tactile display, comprising
signal transducers, applied to the skin of the forearm or
lower leg (calf), can be perceived as true sensory stimuli
applied to a body extremity prosthesis, e.g. a hand prosthesis
or a forearm prosthesis; or to a body extremity without
sensation. By mapping individual parts of the hand in a
topographical “mirror fashion” on the forearm skin the
system allows for a three-dimensional topographical reso-
Iution of touch stimuli, vibrotactile stimuli and other types
of sensory stimuli applied to the hand prosthesis. A person
skilled in the art will also appreciate that the system may be
applied also to other extremities, such as hands without
sensation as well as foot prostheses and feet without sensa-
tion, or where the body extremity partly is lacking sensation.

The term “without sensation” used in the present appli-
cation is intended to mean a body extremity which has
reduced sensation, or no sensation and/or a part of a body
extremity lacking or having reduced sensation. Body
extremities may lack sensation, e.g. due to nerve injury or
metabolic neuropathy. In such situations the body extremity
is very vulnerable to injury since sensory feedback is
lacking.

The term “body extremity” used herein is intended to
mean an arm or a leg or a part thereof, e.g. one or more
fingers or toes or parts thereof, a whole hand or foot or a part
thereof, the forearm or lower leg, such as the calf, or a part
thereof and the upper arm or the thigh or a part thereof.

The terms “body extremity prostheses” or “prostheses”
used herein are intended to mean an artificial replacement of
a body extremity as defined above and comprise conven-
tional prostheses used as replacements for arms and legs and
any parts thereof. In one embodiment said body extremity
prostheses may have the whole system according to the
present invention included.

The term “neighbouring intact body extremity” used
herein is intended to mean the intact part of the extremity or
the part of extremity which is closest or close to a body
extremity without sensation or to a body extremity prosthe-
sis as defined above. Said intact part is sometimes also called
a “stump”. E.g., if a hand lacks sensation or is completely
lacking, e.g. due to amputation, the neighbouring intact body
extremity is the lower part of the forearm.

The term “intact” used herein is intended to mean that the
residual extremity in question has undamaged or substan-
tially or partly undamaged tissue.

The expression “previously existing or defect nervous
components” used herein is intended to mean nervous
components which were present in a body extremity which
thereafter has been lost of any reason, or nervous compo-
nents which of any reason is fully or partly inactive in a body
extremity without sensation.

The term “attachable and detachable” used herein is
intended to mean that it is possible to apply the system
according to the present invention to the patient, without
surgical intervention, when desired and also to remove it
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from the patient when desired, preferably in an easy and
simple way for the patient or an assisting person. This means
that no parts of the system are permanently secured to any
part of the patient’s body. However, parts of the system may
be permanently secured to or included in, a body extremity
prosthesis as defined above, but not necessarily.

The term “glove” used herein is intended to mean any
glove-like or tubular substantially elastic material covering
at least a body extremity without sensation or a body
extremity prosthesis as defined above. Said glove may be
made of any conventional suitable material which is com-
fortable for the patient, and the system according to the
present invention or parts thereof may be embedded in said
glove in such a way that said at least one sensor and,
optionally, the signal transducers of said tactile display is
brought into adequate contact with the body extremity
without sensation, the body extremity prosthesis or the skin
of the neighbouring intact body extremity.

The term “sock™ used herein is intended to mean any
sock-like or tubular substantially elastic material covering at
least a body extremity without sensation or a body extremity
prostheses as defined above. Said sock may be made of any
conventional suitable material which is comfortable for the
patient, and the system according to the present invention or
parts thereof may be embedded in said sock in such a way
that said at least one sensor and, optionally, the signal
transducers of said tactile display is brought into adequate
contact with the body extremity without sensation, the body
extremity prosthesis or the skin of the neighbouring intact
body extremity.

Impaired or absence of sensation is commonly seen in
severe metabolic neuropathy, e.g. diabetes. In such cases the
plantar part of the foot is especially vulnerable to injury
since sensory feedback is lacking, although sensation of the
calf may be preserved. The present invention for sensory
feedback is therefore useful for application in such cases.

Amputation of the foot is seen primarily in cases of severe
neuropathy such as diabetes, but also as a result of traumatic
injury. The present invention for sensory feedback is
designed to be applicable also in such cases.

As stated above the present invention provides a system
for conscious sensory feedback for e.g. a hand prosthesis, a
hand without sensation, a foot prosthesis or a foot without
sensation, which system provides conscious sensibility
including tactile discriminative functions, with sensation to
pressure and with capacity for spatial resolution. The present
invention utilises transferred cutaneous sensibility, e.g. from
the artificial hand to the forearm, using a system which is
capable of mentally perceived natural sensation in the arti-
ficial hand via a tactile display, including at least one signal
transducer, stimulating the skin of a neighbouring intact
body extremity, e.g. the forearm, or the upper arm if the
forearm is missing. According to the present invention
naturally occurring nervous components in the skin such as
mechanoreceptors may be utilised. The tactile display
should be applied to the body part having a cortical repre-
sentation in the brain, preferably arranged as close as
possible to the cortical representational area of the ampu-
tated body part, i.e. as far distally as possible in the residual
limb. The signal transducers of the tactile display should
induce a stimulus mimicking the natural stimulus as much as
possible, e.g. pressure to an artificial hand should induce the
same type of pressure to the stimulated skin and vibrotactile
stimuli should induce vibrotactile stimuli to the recipient
skin. Preferably the signal transducers are arranged on a
support and may be adapted to individual patients of for best
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performance. In the present invention “adapted” means not
permanently arranged, i.e. it is possible to rearrange said
signal transducers.

FIG. 1. illustrates one embodiment of the system, wherein
sensors (2) are applied to a hand prosthesis or a hand without
sensation or a glove (1) and are connected to a processor (3)
via electrical or hydraulic conduits (7a), said processor (3)
being connected by electrical or hydraulic conduits (75) to
signal transducers (4), arranged on the forearm, forming a
tactile display (5).

FIG. 2. illustrates one embodiment of the system, wherein
sensors (2) are applied to a foot prosthesis or a foot without
sensation or a sock (6), connected to a processor (3) via
electrical or hydraulic conduits (7a), said processor (3) being
connected by electrical or hydraulic conduits (75) to signal
transducers (4), arranged on the calf, forming a tactile
display (5).

The sensor (2) to be used according to the present
invention may be a pressure sensor, a vibrotactile sensor, a
temperature sensor, a tension sensor, or any combination
thereof, or any other sensor capable of responding to a
stimuli, and may be one sensor or a plurality of sensors, e.g.
piezo-resistive sensors such as Interlinks Force Sensing
Resistor type 149NF available from Interlink Electronics,
Camarillio, USA; small electric condenser microphones
such as EM-6LS available from Gocco Trading Co. Tokyo,
Japan. Multisensors having the ability to sense different
stimuli at the same time are also applicable. Each sensor (2)
can be secured on the desired location, e.g. a finger, in any
convenient way, e.g. using circular strap, tape, glue, bur
fastener, as well as being self-adhesive. The sensors (2) of
the system according to the present invention are to be
placed on the sites of the body extremity without sensation
or the body extremity prosthesis at which the conscious
sensory feedback is desired. The amount of sensors (2), the
type of sensors (2) and the spatial arrangement of the sensors
depend on the type and intensity of the sensory feedback
desired, the anatomy of the individual patient and the size of
the sensors (2). In one embodiment each sensor (2) is
connected via an electrical conduit (7a), optionally via a
processor (3), to the corresponding signal transducers (4) in
the tactile display (5). The type of electrical conduit (7a, 76)
is not critical, and electrical conducts conventionally used
are applicable here. Additionally the sensors (2) may be in
connection with said signal transducer (4) by wireless con-
nection, e.g. infrared connections or other wireless connec-
tions known to a person skilled in the art. Furthermore the
connection may be of hydraulic type, e.g. tubes filled with
a fluid. Furthermore, one sensor (2) may be in contact with
or connected to, as mentioned above, one or more signal
transducers (4) and consequently one signal transducer (4)
may be in contact with or connected to, as mentioned above,
one or more sensors (2).

In one embodiment the system comprises a processor (3),
which collects a signal from the sensor (2) and processes
and/or converts the signal to a desired output signal, which
is transferred to said tactile display (5). The processor is
preferably a pneumatic, electromechanical or electric
device.

According to the present invention the tactile display (5),
which includes the signal transducers, and optionally also
the processor, may be arranged in the casing of the body
extremity prosthesis, or in a flexible support to be applied to
a casing of a body extremity prosthesis or directly to a body
extremity without sensation.

The tactile display (5) comprises said at least one signal
transducer (4) and, optionally, a support carrying said at least
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one signal transducer (4). This is not restricted to any
particular form or any particular material. According to the
present invention a “support” means a material, preferably
flexible, which may be used to spatially arrange the signal
transducers and maintaining said transducers on the desired
body extremity part. When the tactile display (5) comprises
a support it may have the form of an elastic casing, a sleeve,
a cuff, a dressing, a bur fastener or any other conventionally
formed material which is easy to attach to and detach from
the neighbouring body extremity or a body extremity pros-
thesis. Furthermore, said support may be included in a body
extremity prosthesis e.g. applied to the inner surface of a
casing. The main purpose of the support when present is to
keep the signal transducers in the correct spatial positions
when attached to the intact neighbouring body extremity,
whereby optimal signal transduction to the naturally occur-
ring nervous components in the skin of said neighbouring
body extremity takes place. The exact positions of these
naturally occurring nervous components to be stimulated is
of course individual for each patient, but often they are
located in approximately predefined areas of the skin and
may be located by a person skilled in the art having this
knowledge and, optionally, utilizing some trial-and-error
tests. Conveniently, these positions are located on the skin in
advance and then each signal transducer to be placed on each
corresponding position on the skin is arranged on said
support in such a way that each signal transducer contacts
the corresponding position on the skin each time the tactile
display of the system is attached on the intact neighbouring
body extremity. Each single transducer may be secured to
the support in any convenient way, e.g. by circular strap,
tape, glue, bur fastener, as well as being self-adhesive, as
long as each signal transducer is able to be brought in
adequate contact with the corresponding position on the
skin. However, if the naturally occurring nervous compo-
nents are difficult to locate for some reason it is also possible
according to the present invention to apply the system to a
body extremity without sensation or a body extremity pros-
thesis and for the patient to learn how to discriminate
between different stimuli, although the signal transducers
are not placed in the optimal arrangement. This may for
example be done with the help of hearing or vision, wherein
e.g. a finger of a hand, provided with the system according
to the invention, is exposed to a stimuli such as heat, and the
heat is then registered by one or more sensors and the heat
stimuli is transferred to a neighbouring intact body extremity
as described above. The patient will, by observing which
finger that is exposed to the stimuli, register the type of
stimuli and where it is applied on the intact neighbouring
body extremity and learn to recognize such a stimuli and
correlate it to the correct location. By repeating such a
procedure a patient can learn to discriminate between dif-
ferent stimuli and the location of the stimuli. This naturally
applies to all possible embodiments according to the present
invention.

In one embodiment the support may not be needed in the
tactile display. In such a case, the tactile display comprises
a bunch of electrical conduits, hydraulic conduits or wireless
connections to which signal transducers are connected. Each
time the system according to the pre-sent invention is to be
used, each signal transducer has to be applied to the corre-
sponding position on the skin, which may be permanently
marked in advance with a view to facilitating the measure to
find the correct positions on the skin between each use of the
system and the next.

According to one embodiment of the present invention the
system for conscious sensory feedback may be removed
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without the need for surgical intervention or, in the most
cases, without any assistance, e.g. it may be included in a
prosthesis known in the art. In the case of a body extremity
without sensation the components of the systems may be
arranged on the body extremity by bur fasteners.

More precisely, to achieve the spatial resolution required
of e.g. an artificial hand individual fingers of the artificial
hand are projected into a “hand map”—a mirror picture of
the artificial hand—where individual and well separated
areas in the skin area are stimulated by signal transducers of
the tactile display. The tactile display is situated as close as
possible to the artificial body extremity, e.g. inside the
casing of a prosthesis. Thus, the arrangement of the signal
transducers on the tactile display should represent a “map-
ping” of the body extremity, e.g. a hand, applied onto the
skin with correct orientation of the map as related to the
body extremity anatomy. In the case of a hand separate maps
may be applied to the volar and dorsal parts of the distal
forearm or more proximally in the residual limb (see FIG. 1).
The same system may be applied also to a foot prosthesis or
a foot without sensation (see FIG. 2).

In one embodiment according to the present invention
pressure sensors are positioned in an artificial hand, ie. a
hand prosthesis, primarily at the levels of the thumb pulp
and finger pulps, and sensors may be placed also on the volar
aspects of the middle and proximal phalanges and on various
parts of the hand vola. As stated above the pressure sensors
may be of electro-conductive type (e.g. electro active poly-
mers, piezo-resistive elements, capacitive sensors) or analo-
gous types. Sensors detecting both static and dynamic pres-
sure can be of optical, magnetical, mechanical or pneumatic
type. A tactile display for pressure is positioned on the volar
or dorsal aspect of the forearm with separate displays, i.e.
signal transducers, for individual fingers, parts of fingers
and, if applicable, separate segments of the volar part of the
hand. The tactile display, comprising the signal transducers,
may be included in the casing of the artificial hand around
the forearm or be applied directly to the intact body extrem-
ity, without being a part of the casing, and should be as large
as possible to compensate for the more “diluted” distribution
of mechanoreceptors in the forearm as compared to the
normal hand. The signal transducers of the tactile display
should induce natural pressure to the skin in any of several
possible ways e.g. a pneumatic system with expanding
mini-cuffs, synchronised with pressure receptors in the hand,
constituting a “communicating vessel” system, e.g. vibro-
tactile activators such as vibrating motors available from
Alcom (originally designed for use in mobile phones),
miniature loudspeakers and servo-motors available from
Graupner, micromuscles or analogous devices, voice coils,
micromuscles or analogous devices. A person skilled in the
art may easily implement a similar system to be used on a
body extremity without sensation, such as a foot, and
additionally to a prosthesis for use on a body extremity.

According to one embodiment of the present invention
sensors for vibrotactile perception are arranged in the arti-
ficial hand in the same topographical order as mentioned
above. Piezoelectric devices or capacitive sensors or analo-
gous devices may be used, and may be incorporated in the
substance of the artificial hand or applied to the dorsal or
volar aspects of the fingers. The vibrotactile display is based
on individual devices such as electroactive polymers, piezo-
electric elements or other types of vibrating elements, for
instance DC motors or membranes according to the same
principle as being used in loudspeakers, e.g. vibrating
motors, miniature loudspeakers, voice coils or Peltier ele-
ments, for registration of temperature. The system can be
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complemented with the use of hearing, as described by
Lundborg et al., 1999. As with the signal transducers for
touch/pressure also individual vibrotactile signal transducers
for separate fingers or parts of the hand should preferably be
spatially arranged, enlarged and separated as much as pos-
sible to give optimal spatial resolution, and the same tactile
display may comprise signal transducers for touch/pressure
as well as vibro-cutaneous perception.

In one embodiment according to the present invention
sensors for detecting angular movements, magnetic sensors,
gyroscopes or analogous devices are used. Microelectric
mechanical systems (MEMS) may be used to measure
acceleration, and stretching forces may be recorded by e.g.
gauge meters.

The system according to the present invention may also
be used for spatial localisation of different fingers in an body
extremity prosthesis as well as for graded sensory feedback
to regulate the grip force in a denervated body extremity, i.e.
a body extremity without sensation or a body extremity
prosthesis.

The principles of the invention are further illustrated in
the following non-limiting examples.

EXAMPLES
Example 1

In an amputee, using a myo-electric prosthesis, piezo-
resistive membranes as sensors, available from Interlink
Electronics, Camarillo, USA, were fixed to the volar part of
the fingers of the prosthesis by the use of circular tape.
Electric signals, induced by pressure, were processed by a
processor and transposed to a tactile display comprising
vibrating motors as signal transducers, placed parallel but
clearly separated, on the volar aspect of the forearm in a
transverse fashion from the medial to the lateral side. The
vibrating motors were fixed by a circular strap around the
forearm. Touch applied to one or several fingers of the
prosthesis induced a vibro-tactile stimulus to the skin of the
forearm, and the patient easily learned to discriminate,
without using vision, between the individual fingers of the
prosthesis.

Example 2

In an example analogous to Example 1 a patient without
sensation in the hand, due to nerve injuries at the wrist level,
is treated. Analogous to example 1 electrical signals from
individual fingers were processed by a processor and trans-
posed to the vibrating motors, arranged parallel in a tactile
display as described above. Also this patient could easily,
without using vision, discriminate in a correct way between
various pressure levels applied to individual fingers.

Example 3

Miniature servo-motors as signal transducer, available
from Graupner, Pico-XC50, were placed in analogy with
what is described above for Example 1. A lever was placed
on the shaft of the servo-motors so that a pushing force could
be applied to the user’s skin in proportion to the pressure
force which was applied to the prosthesis fingers, but use
could also be made of the sensory feedback to control the
grip force of the hand.

Example 4

Vibrating motors were placed on the dorsal part of the calf
of a foot lacking sensation in positions as indicated in FIG.
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2. Piezo-resisting membranes were arranged in positions
indicated in FIG. 2. Pressure to anyone of the piezo-electric
membranes in various positions on the sole of the foot could
be spatially discriminated by the patient on the basis of the
vibrotactile stimulation of corresponding skin areas in the
calf.

Example 5

In analogy with Example 4 a foot with impaired sensation
gave the same result.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A system that provides conscious sensory feedback to
a patient having a body extremity without sensation or a
prosthesis in place of a missing body extremity, the system
comprising:

a plurality of sensors configured in a spatial pattern and
adapted to be arranged on a region of the body extrem-
ity without sensation or on a region of the prosthesis,
the region being where the conscious sensory feedback
is desired;

a processor arranged to receive at least one signal from the
plurality of sensors;

a tactile display connected to the processor, the tactile
display being adapted to be arranged on the patient on
the skin of a neighboring intact body extremity having
sensation, the body extremity having sensation neigh-
boring the body extremity without sensation or the
prosthesis, the tactile display comprising:

a plurality of signal transducers; and

a support adapted to position the transducers on the
skin of a distal side of the neighboring intact body
extremity having sensation in a spatial pattern that
forms a mirror image map of the spatial pattern of the
plurality of sensors in order to provide spatial rec-
ognition and association of the region on the body
extremity without sensation or the region on the
prosthesis, the system being configured such that
each of the signal transducers stimulate a naturally
occurring nervous component in the skin of the body
extremity having sensation when a stimulus is
applied to the corresponding sensor on the body
extremity without sensation or on the prosthesis;

wherein said system is adapted to be attachable to and

detachable from the patient without surgical interven-

tion.

2. The system according to claim 1, further comprising a
body extremity prosthesis in which the plurality of sensors
are positioned.

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein at least one
of the sensors is selected from one or more sensors within
the group consisting of a pressure sensor, a vibrotactile
sensor, a temperature sensor, a piezo-resistive sensor, a
microelectric mechanic system (MEMS), a gauge meter, a
gyroscope, a magnetic sensor, an electric condenser micro-
phone, and a tension sensor, wherein the capacity of several
of said sensors is combined in at least one multisensor.

4. The system according to claim 1, said processor being
arranged to process at least one signal received from the
plurality of sensors and transfer said at least one processed
signal to the plurality of signal transducers of the tactile
display.

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein at least one
of said plurality of sensors is electrically connected to said
tactile display.

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein the processor
is an electromechanical or electrical device.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein at least one
of the sensors is a hydraulic sensor and at least one of the
signal transducers is a hydraulic signal transducer coupled to
the at least one hydraulic sensor by at least one hydraulic
conduit.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein each signal
transducer of the tactile display is topographically correlated
to one particular sensor.

9. The system according to claim 1, wherein the tactile
display is adapted to be arranged in a casing of the body
extremity prosthesis.
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10. The system according to claim 1, wherein the support
is made of a flexible material and is adapted to be attachable
to and detachable from a body extremity.

11. The system according to claim 1, wherein said pros-
thesis is a prosthesis for an arm or leg or part thereof.

12. The system according to claim 11, wherein said
prosthesis is a forearm, hand or finger prosthesis.

13. The system according to claim 11, wherein said
prosthesis is a lower leg, foot or toe prosthesis.

14. The system according to claim 1, further comprising
a glove in which the plurality of sensors are positioned,
wherein said glove is adapted to be used on a hand, arm or
finger without sensation or partially without sensation.

15. The system according to claim 1, further comprising
a sock in which the plurality of sensors are positioned,
wherein said sock is adapted to be used on a foot, leg or toe
without sensation or partially without sensation.

16. The system according to claim 1, wherein the spatial
pattern of the plurality of signal transducers has one-to-one
correspondence to the spatial pattern of the plurality of
sensors.

17. The system in claim 1, wherein the signal transducers
may be rearranged on the support.

18. The system in claim 1, wherein the support is adapted
to position the plurality of sensors on volar aspects of
multiple fingers of a hand and the support is adapted to
position the plurality of transducers on a distal portion of a
neighboring forearm.

19. A method for improving capacity of a patient for
spatial discrimination of tactile stimuli applied to a body
extremity without sensation or a prosthesis in place of a
missing body extremity, the method comprising:

positioning a plurality of sensors on the body extremity

without sensation or the prosthesis at a location where
conscious sensory feedback is desired, such that the
sensors are arranged in a spatial pattern;

positioning a support having a tactile display having a

plurality of signal transducers on a body extremity
having sensation that is neighboring the body extremity
without sensation or neighboring the prosthesis, the the
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support adapted to position the plurality of signal
transducers as close as possible to a cortical represen-
tational area of the body extremity without sensation
and such that the signal transducers are arranged in a
spatial pattern in a topographical mirroring of the
spatial pattern of the sensors, the signal transducers
being configured to stimulate naturally occurring nerve
components in the skin of the body extremity having
sensation when stimuli are applied to the sensors on the
body without sensation or on the prosthesis and offer-
ing a spatial resolution of the body extremity without
sensation;

repeatedly applying stimuli to the sensors during visual

observation or hearing by the patient, thereby causing
the signal transducers to stimulate the skin of the body
extremity having sensation, until the patient has learned
to recognize the stimuli applied to the sensors and to
correlate the stimuli applied to the sensors to the body
extremity having sensation at which the signal trans-
ducers are positioned, so that when any of the sensors
is subjected to a stimulus, the patient perceives the
stimulus on the prosthesis or the body extremity with-
out sensation.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising identi-
fying on the patient one or more locations on the skin of the
body extremity having sensation at which location the nerve
components in the skin can represent previously existing or
defect nervous components at the location where conscious
sensory feedback is desired.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the stimuli applied
to the sensors comprise one or more of: touch stimuli,
vibrotactile stimuli, and temperature stimuli.

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the prosthesis or the
body extremity without sensation corresponds to a forearm,
a hand, or a finger.

23. The method of claim 19, wherein the prosthesis or the
body extremity without sensation corresponds to a lower
leg, a foot, or a toe.



